
Arnoldfo Cardenas cleans the terrazzo floor inlaid with 2,200 to 2,500 laminated
glass discs, such as those shown beloq at the new Chapel Hil! Aquatic Center.
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CHAPEI HILI - Glass
and light artist Ray King
has spent five years on
his latest project.

He has submitted and
resubmitted plans to the
town, constructed more
than 2,000 light-respon-
sive, laminated glass
cylinders over five monthg andworked 12hour
days to complete the terrazzo floor installation.

Now, he wants nothing more t}tan for peo
ple to walk all over it.

King completed his piece, fidim of Light "

thisweekat the new ChapelHillAquatic Cen
ter in Homestead Community Park offHome
$ead Road, Ttrc glass cylinders set into the floor

of the sunlit main lobby
reflect colorto mimic the
appearance of walking
on light. The $55,000
project was funded in
part ttrough the town of
Chapel Hill's Percent for
Art Ordinance, which al-
locates 1 percent of se
lected capital projec'ts for
public art."It's a democratic artwork. Everybody is

going to come in, and they're all going to
walk across the floor," King said. "Just by
moving, you're goingto experience art."

Chapel Hill is one of three North Carolina
municipalities with percent-forert otdinances.

SEE ART, PAGE 48
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Charlotte and Asheville are the
others, said Jeffrey york, the
rown-s public arts administrator.

roru.satd many people mistak_
eruy thlnk the moneyforthe pro
gtam comes-from a special tai.In
I9$?,,runol comeoffthe top of
s€tected gpital projects, such as
meaquauccen.

PERCENT FOR ART
T h e  C h a p e l  H i l l  T o w n  C o u n c i l

e$ablished the Town's percent for Art
0rdinance in 2002. This ordinance ailol
catesl percent of selected capital pro_
jects for the creation, construction, in_
s t a l l a t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f .permanent works of public art. Funding
comes from each project,s construcl
tt0n budget, which can include federal,
state, county, town and private support.

mony.of the Olympics. Do we say,'So what?'
. 

"Certainly you don,t have to
have this on the floor, and you
can be totally utilitarian, bdt ifyou can have somethingof beautv
mat people can derive pleasurit
rrom, then why not?"

Entrepreneur Gene pease led
an adusory committee that r+
vrcwed tlle town budget for pos
srDle savings three years ago. He
sard.the committee lookedlt thepuD[c art program but cou]dn't
reacn consensus."It 

_was a philosophical differ-
ence," he said. "Some felt that the
town should 1ot be engaged in
runtung nonrritical services, and

ter. Thecenter
cost $6.5 mil-
Iion and was
funded from
ChapelHilland
Orange Countv
bonds. It is ei-
pected to open
in the fall. 

-

York  ac-
knowledges
that some resi-
dentsthinkthe
money could
have been put
to better usl."Peop-le 

have said, .It,s ab_
solutely beautifid, but so what?"'
he said. "Look at the openingcere

King: Art
shouldn't be
elitist, and
it's not a
mystery.'

sadia.latif i@newsobserver
or (9f9) BZ9-47G9
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e&00.
some felt that public aft was:rs
n!4t as parks and recreation.
. 

"I am a big supporter of it as
Iong-as it's in public areas and
vrsl9jeg$ able to be used in thepu9.tr9" pease said. public art in-
:Ftqat the new Town Opera_nons (inter on the northern edEe
oftorvn is not very puUtic,he saicf

at theAquatic Center, thefloor
mosaic relies o-n natural light, and
m€. colors and images it reflects
mll change with the sun's move
ments during the dav.
, Kingwhois frornFhiladelphia,
has-wor_ked on public art projecti
inNew York, Aiaska, Floriddand
otner.slates. He said he has seen
me drfference it can make in a
coqnmunity.

, ?. eople-start to recognize the
1:rlg and quatity and how they
see.the town changes," he said. "It
adds to the cultural network of
the,tg:un. {pt shouldn,t be elitist,
am trs not a mystery.
. Lrnce you get past sticker

shock, you find it's worth it more
and more," he said.


